
Easter Sunday - 2019 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9  

 There’s a lot of darkness in our world, but also, there is light.  Even though there are good 

and noble people and things, we tend to focus on the dark, the evil, the unfair.  Maybe it is a 

normal human tendency.  Sometimes we can miss the light and the good in a situation because of 

this tendency to focus on the sorrowful and the bad.   I know a young man like this.  He can have 

a few bad things go on and he is in the darkness of sadness, and even when things turn around, 

he can be so stuck in the darkness that he misses that the good that has just arrived. 

 Maybe a little of this was going on with the disciples after Jesus’ death.  He had predicted 

it - so it shouldn’t have rattled them.  He also predicted that he would rise from the dead - so they 

should have not been too worried - but they were.  They were in a darkness that fell on them that 

Friday when they knew that Jesus - their strength and hope - was dead in a tomb.  In the Gospel 

we hear that Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark.  

You know that time of the day? It is dark, and damp and cool, and sometime eerily quiet.  It’s 

that strange place, halfway between the night that is still hanging on and the day that has not yet 

come.  This is when she comes to the tomb - still absorbed in the darkness of the preceding day, 

she comes to the tomb in that cool and eerie silence.  What she finds amazes her - the stone that 

sealed the tomb is gone - Jesus isn’t there.  She gets the others to come and see and they are also 

amazed.  By that time it is daylight - the great promise that had been predicted in the scriptures 

had taken place - but they don’t see it, we hear: they did not yet understand the Scripture  

that he had to rise from the dead.  There they were in the morning sunlight, yet still in the dark. 

 It amazes me how many people continue to be in the dark when the light of Christ’s 

presence is all around them.  It amazes me that people can be told of the realities of God (as the 

disciples were told by Jesus he would rise) and then when the evidence is presented before them, 

they will say it must be from some other cause (like Mary assuming that someone had taken the 

body).   The young man I mentioned before and I have had many discussions regarding God and 

why I believe that there is indeed a God - he generally resists all of these on principle, as if he 

simply has decided to refuse to admit it, no matter what is said.  I have known him for a long 

time, and I can’t help but think that this is part of the reason why he can become so prone to 

distress - he refuses to see the light.  His discussions with me are one more example of holding 



tightly to a more depressing interpretation of reality than the hopeful and illuminating one that 

we know to be true by our faith. 

 We heard in our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles that people [knew] what [had] 

happened all over Judea, [and] how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and also that the Apostles were witnesses … that he … raised on the third day and … ate 

and drank with [them] after he rose from the dead.   They preached all that they knew was true 

after they had entered the light of day.  They tried to share this light with others.  Many accepted 

and came to believe in Jesus, others, like my young friend, refused to believe.  The human 

tendency to accept the more bleak interpretation over the more hopeful one was, and is, alive.  

However, the resurrection of Jesus that we celebrate today is not just something that is a fable.  

There are atheistic scholars who agree that it is much more verifiable than they would like to 

admit.  But even if there wasn’t this proof, we can choose to believe the testimony of the 

disciples who arrived at the tomb in the dark and then later saw the light.  We can choose to 

recognize that if they didn’t encounter the risen Jesus they would have just gone back to their old 

lives like the followers of many false saviors have done throughout history.  No … something 

happened to them.  Something makes a group that didn’t understand the scriptures, and who 

assumed he had been taken, turn to such a radical belief that many would be convinced just by 

hearing them speak of it.   Far from a grand hoax, this is the after effects of a group that was 

speaking from a conviction that comes from truth. 

 Many false claims by professional con men have lasted for years, even decades - but to 

last for over 2000 years, to be one of the longest continuously functioning institutions in the 

world - there is something true here.  As we look for the light amid a world bathed in darkness 

we could do well to listen to the advice from our second reading: Think of what is above, not of 

what is on earth.  We could turn from the depressing ideologies that refuse to see the light of 

Christ in the world.  We could think of what is above and search more openly for the reality of 

Christ in our world. We come each Sunday to advance that search and open our minds and hearts 

to a reality beyond our world.   Like those early disciples, and those who heard them, if we look 

in faith, we will see Christ appear - and When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear 

with him in glory.  This is the glory of sharing in God’s light for all eternity, this is the glory 

promised by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Happy Easter and God Bless!


